
Martin Luther King Jr. courageously shared his dream in hopes of equality 

for all men, women and children. Over 80 AmeriCorps members congre-

gated with the community of Spokane on January 16, 2012 to celebrate 

the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. by continuing in his fight for equal 

opportunity and to celebrate diversity. The event began with insightful 

reflection of community leaders and the passionate speeches of Reverend 

Percy “Happy” Watkins and Reverend Dr. Stephen J. Thurston. 

Over 3,000 participants marched from INB Performing Art Center to Riv-

erpark Square (http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2012/jan/17/united-for-

equality/ ). Members held the AmeriCorps banner up high with pride as 

everyone marched to the beautiful beat of Native American drummers and 

the Lewis and Clark High School Band. A kind “thank you” was said to 

each officer in gratitude for their service and protection.  

After the march, Washington Reading Corps led a children’s fair with the 

help of the Spokane Service Team at the STA Bus Plaza. All children 

were invited to make fun arts and crafts, such as friendship bracelets and 

lamb costumes out of paper bags. AmeriCorps was able to give away over 

500 books thanks to the donations of local nonprofits and individuals.  

Thank you to all who volunteered and participated in the Martin Luther 

King events. AmeriCorps continues to dedicate its work every day to 

“Getting Things Done”. Spokane Mayor David Condon captured the es-

sence of the AmeriCorps mission as he said, "Though we celebrate Martin 

Luther King Day just one day a year, we are working to live out the prin-

ciples he taught us every day"  

 

AmeriCorps members 

volunteered at: 

 Jan 14th: Hear the 

Dream, Feel the Hope: 

A Musical Celebration 

 Jan 15th: 

Commemorative 

Celebration  

 Jan 16th: Annual Unity 

March 

MLK Celebration 

His Hope,  

His Dream,  

Our Responsibility 

January 14th- 

January 16th 

Unity March Speakers: 
-State Senators Lisa Brown and 
Michael Baumgartner 
-Spokane Mayor David Condon 
-Executive Director  Bill Basl  

Washington Commission for Na-

tional and Community Service 

- David Brown-Eagle  

- Ivan Bush 

- Reverend Happy Watkins 
  

(http://www.foxnews.com/us/2012/01/14/mlk

-parade-organizers-hoping-for-big-turnout/

#ixzz1jpleBv4J ).  
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